28  years  of  service  to  numismatics 


BULLETIN 


j NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL 


rOUMDID  19*4 


3 


Volume  27  Number  9 ISSN:  0197-3088  Price  ....  Two  Dollars 


" 1 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


FEATURE  ARTICLES 

177  More  Silver  Coins  of  Mahadeva  and  the  Problem  of  their  Attribution, 
by  Devendra  Handa 

184  The  Scarce  Manghir  of  Mustafa  IV,  by  Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie 
186  South  Baltic  Regions,  by  John  S.  Davenport 

DEPARTMENTS 

190  Book  News  & Reviews 
196  Member  Notice  Page 

INSIDE  N.L 

175  Librarian’s  Report 

175  Membership  Chairman’s  Report 

OTHER  ITEMS 

183  Napoleon’s  Brother  Louis’  New  Year  Coins 
196  Numismatic  Extracts  from  Selected  Literature 

185  Numismatic  Irony?,  by  Bob  Forrest 

176  Peking  Dollar 


Copyrighted  by  Numismatics  International,  P.O.  Box  670013,  Dallas,  Texas  USA  75367-0013 


SEPTEMBER  1992 


BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 


ROBERT  W.  RICHTER 

Chairman  & Past-President 

DR.  HOWARD  FORD 
President 

JOHN  E.  VANDIGRIFF 
Vice-President 

ROSS  SCHRAEDER 
Secretary 
214-995-4921  D 
214-239-4347  N 

DON  DOUGLAS 
Treasurer 

LARRY  KNIGHT 
At-Large  Director 

PHILIP  BRANDENBURG 
At-Large  Director 

WILLIAM  E.  BENSON 
JACK  E.  LEWIS 
WILLIAM  B.  THOMPSON 

MARVIN  L.  FRALEY  PHILIP  LAWRENCE 

CHARLES  MUCHMORE  ELMORE  B.  SCOTT 

CARL  YOUNG 
Past-Presidents 

APPOINTED  STAFF 

Curator,  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION  Publicity  Chairman 

Philip  L.  Lawrence  Stuart  T.  Eisen 

Phone  301-530-5400 

Curator,  JOHN  GRAVES  MEMORIAL 

PAPER  MONEY  COLLECTION  Librarian,  NI  BOOK  LIBRARY 


David  Block 
P.  O.  Box  12473 
Gainesville,  FL  32604 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 
30  Pleasant  St. 
Colebrook,  NH,  03576 

Editor,  NI  BULLETIN 
Marvin  L.  Fraley 
2813-  57th  St 
Lubbock,  TX  79413 
Phone  806-795-7623 

Librarian,  NI  CATALOG  SUB-LIBRARY 
Paul  Edmund  Gamer 
P.  O.  Box  224584 
Dallas,  TX  75222-4584 

Book  News  & Reviews  Editor 
NI  BULLETIN 
Donald  S.  Yarab 
2739  Noble  Road,  Apt  1 

Librarian,  NI  PERIODICAL  LIBRARY 
Jim  Haley 
P.  O.  Box  4057 
St.  Johnsbury,  VT  05819 

Cleveland  Heights,  OH  44121 

Article  Abstractor,  NI  BULLETIN 
Joseph  Uphoff 
La  Jolla,  CA 

NI  MAIL  BID  SALES 
Carl  Young 
P.  O.  Box  1836 
Dallas,  TX  75221 

Index  Compiler,  NI  BULLETIN 
Dick  Schubert 
Denver,  CO 

Moderator,  NI  EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAMS 
William  F.  Spengler 
2032  Ridgeway 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80906 

Correspondence  should  be  directed  to  those  persons  and  addresses  above  for  departments  indicated.  All  other  correspondence 
should  be  mailed  direct  to  NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL,  P.  O.  BOX  670013.  DALLAS,  TEXAS  75367-0013. 

MEMBERSHIP  FEES:  Individual  & Club  Memberships  - $15.00  Annually.  Junior  Membership  (18  years  of  age  and  under)  - 
$10.00  Annually.  Senior  Membership  (70  years  of  age  and  older)  - $10.00  Annually. 


174 


INSIDE  N.I 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 


September  , 1992  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  applied 
for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  November  1,  1992,  their 
membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 


2403  Kevin  Mabe 

(Canadian  & British  Pennies,  World) 


2404-MT  Devendra  Handa,  Dept.  Ancient  Indian  History,  Punjab  University, 
Chandigarh  - 160  014,  India 

(Tribal  & Early  Indian  Coins) 


2405  Edwin  F.  Coble 

(Western  Europe) 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to  the  NI 
Library: 

Capt.  John  R.  Sandrock 

RM50.StoH:1895:MTRI 
STORER,  H.  R. 

The  Medals  and  Tokens  of  Rhode  Island. 

Pub.  1895,  14pp,  not  illus. 

VE30.Sand:  1989:CBC 

SANDROCK,  JOHN  R. 

China’s  Bank  of  Communication. 

Pub.  1989,  64pp,  illus. 

Thomas  A.  Schillinger 

RF80.BanL:  1974:NMM 

BANK  LEU  AG  ZURICH 

Napoleonische  munzen  und  medaillen. 

Catalog  1974,  36pp,  w/plates. 

RF80.BanL:  1975:MMN 

BANK  LEU  AG  ZURICH 

Monnaies  et  medailles  Napoleoniennes. 

Catalog  1975,  62pp,  w/plates. 


175 


JG98.BanL:  1979:B 

BANK  LEU  AG  ZURICH 
Braunschweig. 

Catalog  1979,  67pp,  w/plates. 
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Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

PEKING  DOLLAR 


During  the  Boxer  Rebellion,  the  government  of  China  issued  in  Peking  a silver  dollar 
coin  of  7 Mace  and  2 Candareens.  This  rare  1900  piece  has  a facing  dragon  on  the 
obverse  and  a Chinese  inscription  on  the  reverse. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MORE  SILVER  COINS  OF  MAHADEVA  AND  THE 
PROBLEM  OF  THEIR  ATTRIBUTION 


Devendra  Handa,  Chandigarh,  India 

In  1891,  Cunningham  (1891,  67-70,  PI.  IV.  5-15)  included  in  his  account  of  the 
Audumbaras  a silver  coin  of  Mahadeva  along  with  some  other  coins  which  have 
subsequently  and  rightly  been  attributed  to  the  Vrishnis,  Vemakis,  Kulutas,  etc. 
(Allan,  1936,  clvii;  Kar,  1946,  59-69;  Bergny,  1900,  415  etc.).  The  silver  coin  of 
Mahadeva,  round  in  shape,  was  described  by  Cunningham  as  follows: 

Obv.  Humped  bull  with  a lotus  flower  in  front,  KharoshthI  legend 
Bhagavata  Mahadevasa  (around)  Rajaraha  (below). 

Rev.  Elephant  with  trident-axe  in  front,  Brahml  legend  Bhdgavata 
Mahddevasa  (around)  Rdjarajna  (below). 

The  round  silver  coin  of  the  Vemaki  chief  Rudravarman  bears  exactly  similar  devices. 
Some  scholars,  therefore,  feel  inclined  to  regard  Mahadeva  also  as  a Vemaki  king 
(Bela  Lahiri,  1968,  63ff;  Gupta,  1988,  19f). 

In  1900,  Rapson  published  two  copper  coins  bearing  the  Brahml  legend  Bhagavata 
Mahadevasa  (Rapson,  1900,  112-13).  In  1913,  a hoard  of  363  Audumbara  square 
copper  coins,  similar  to  those  published  earlier  (Cunningham,  1891,  67-68,  PI.  IV.  2) 
was  found  from  Irripal  (Kangra),  bearing  the  following  legends: 

(1)  Mahadevasa  rana  Sivadasasa  Odu  (m)  barisa 

(2)  " " Rudradasasa 

(3)  " " Dharaghoshasa  " 

(4)  " " " 

Of  these,  133  were  attributable  to  Dharaghosha,  3ivadasa  and  Rudradasa  (Banerji, 
1914,  247-50).  The  rest  did  not  bear  clear  legends  and  could  not  be  assigned  to  any 
king  definitely.  Following  Cunningham,  Allan  regarded  Mahadeva  as  an  Audumbara 
ruler  and  also  attributed  to  him  the  square  copper  coins  bearing  the  fragmentary 
legend  Mahadevasa  raha  Odu(m)barisa  observing  that  "As  Mahadeva  is  also  found 
as  a royal  title  on  these  coins,  it  is  possible  that  some  (italics  ours)  of  the  specimens 
attributed  to  him  in  the  Catalogue  are  really  incomplete  specimens  of  coins  of  other 
rulers"  (Allan,  1936,  Lxxxiii).  Ajay  Mitra  Shastri  feels  that  Allan’s  statement  applies 
not  to  some  but  all  (italics  ours)  coins  bearing  the  above-mentioned  legend.  He, 
therefore,  does  not  regard  these  coins  to  have  been  issued  by  any  Audumbara  chief 
named  Mahadeva  (Shastri,  1964,  157-61;  1965,  87-90;  1970,  14-18  and  1972,  15-22; 
Nisar  Ahmad,  1972,  176  ff.).  Shastri  does  not  accept  Mahadeva  as  a Vemaki  chief 
either  (Shastri,  1970,  15).  K.  K.  Dasgupta  still  upholds  Mahadeva  to  be  an 
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Audumbara  ruler  (Dasgupta,  1970,  150-53;  1974b,  47-49;  1983,  23-26).  Mitchiner 
too  subscribes  to  this  view  (Mitchiner,  1976,  625). 

It  may,  however,  be  pointed  out  that  the  names  of  the  kings  on  the  square  copper 
coins  of  the  Audumbaras  have  always  been  put  on  the  left  in  KharoshthI  on  the  side 
which  shows  tree  and  fore-part  of  an  elephant  (regarded  as  obverse  by  some  scholars 
and  reverse  by  others)  and  on  the  right  in  Brahml  on  the  other  which  depicts  a Saiva 
temple  (Sohoni,  1942,  55-57).  Mitchiner  is  mistaken  in  regarding  the  names  of 
Sivadasa  and  Rudradasa  as  written  above  in  Brahml  (Mitchiner,  1976,  627,  Types  917 
and  918  respectively).  Not  a single  coin  attributed  to  Mahadeva  shows  his  names  on 
the  prescribed  place,  i.e.,  on  the  left  in  KharoshthI  (which  side  we  take  as  the 
obverse)  and  on  the  right  in  Brahml  (on  the  reverse).  Allan’s  coin  No.  14  (Allan, 
1936,  p.  123,  PI.  XV.  5),  attributed  to  Mahadeva  by  him,  shows  the  Brahml  legend 
ending  in  sasa  on  the  right  on  the  reverse  clearly  indicating  the  untenability  of  its 
attribution  to  Mahadeva  (Shastri,  1972,  18).  Allan’s  coin  No.  16  (Allan,  1936,  124, 
PI.  XV.  7),  too,  actually  belongs  to  Rudradasa.  Mahadeva  of  the  title  Mahadevasa 
raha,  always  written  on  the  top  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse,  cannot  be  accepted 
as  the  name  of  the  issuer  as  the  other  definitely  attributable  square  copper  coins 
indicate.  Thus  no  square  copper  coin  can  be  definitely  attributed  to  Mahadeva.  As 
far  as  Mahadeva’s  silver  coins  are  concerned,  they  are  typologically  quite  different 
from  the  silver  coins  of  Dharaghosha,  with  which  they  are  often  compared  (Shastri, 
1964,  158ff.).  It  may  also  be  pointed  out  that  no  coin  of  Mahadeva,  except  those 
doubtful  coins  bearing  fragmentary  legends  (legend  No.  4 as  given  above),  has  ever 
been  found  in  any  hoard  of  the  difinitely  attributable  Audumbara  coins.  The 
provenance  of  the  two  round  copper  coins  of  Mahadeva  published  by  Rapson  is  not 
known.  Also,  they  differ  substantially  typologically  from  Mahadeva’s  Bull/Elephant 
Type  silver  coins  (and  even  his  dubious  square  copper  coins).  We,  therefore,  firmly 
believe  that  there  was  no  Audumbara  king  of  the  name  of  Mahadeva  who  issued  any 
silver  or  copper  coins. 

The  first  silver  coin  of  Mahadeva,  as  pointed  out  above,  was  brought  to  light  by 
Cunningham  in  1891  to  which  another  was  added  by  Allan  in  1936  (Allan,  1936,  123, 
PI.  XIV.  17).  After  a long  gap,  two  more  silver  coins  from  Lingen’s  collection  were 
published  by  Dasgupta  (1974a,  54-55).  Mitchiner  brought  the  total  to  seven  in  1976, 
publishing  two  more  pieces  from  Lingen’s  collection  and  one  from  his  own 
(Mitchiner,  1976,  625).  Four  more  pieces  from  the  former  were  published 
subsequently  (Dasgupta,  1983,  23-26).  Thus  a total  number  of  Mahadeva ’a  silver 
coins  known  till  recently  has  been  eleven. 

Mitchiner  (1976,  XIX,  fn.  786)  tells  us  that  Lingen’s  four  silver  coins  were  "obtained 
from  a hoard  comprising  approximately  10  Indo-Greek  drachms  of  Apollodotos  II,  11 
Audumbara  drachms  and  64  Kuninda  drachms."  Gupta  (1989,  25  & 53-54,  fn.  146) 
also  refers  to  this  hoard  which  according  to  him  was  discovered  some  time  towards 
the  end  of  1971  somewhere  between  Ambala  and  Chandigarh.  The  eleven 
Audumbara  coins  referred  to  by  Mitchiner  are  only  the  silver  coins  of  Mahadeva  and 
not  of  Dharaghosha  or  any  other  Audumbara  ruler.  P.  L.  Gupta  refers  to  another 
hoard  also  and  observes  that  "Recently  a hoard  of  these  coins  came  to  light,  of  which 
about  fifty  coins  reached  the  hands  of  a London  dealer  and  from  him  they  reached  to 
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various  collections"  (Gupta,  1988,  19).  According  to  Gupta,  these  are  all  the 
Bull/Elephant  Type  silver  coins  bearing  the  Brahml  and  KharoshthI  legend  Bhagavata 
Mahadevasa  around  and  Rajaraja  in  exergue,  exhibiting  three  distinct  varieties: 

I.  Elephant  and  Bull  to  left. 

D.  Elephant  and  Bull  to  right  (sometimes  with  a solid  ball  above  the  bull, 
in  some  instances  with  a svastika  also). 

III.  Elephant  to  left,  Bull  to  right  (sometimes  with  an  indistinct  symbol 
above  the  elephant  and  a yonipftha  or  svastika  above  the  bull. 

Four  coins  of  Mahadeva  published  by  Dasgupta  in  1983  may  have  belonged  to  this 
or  some  other  hoard.  Since  they  were  not  included  by  Mitchiner  in  his  work,  these 
coins  may  have  been  acquired  by  Mr.  Jan  Lingen  between  1976  and  1983.  Most 
other  coins  have,  however,  remained  unpublished  and  unillustrated. 

Some  time  back,  Mr.  Dilip  Rajgor  of  Bombay  sent  us  two  photographs  containing  15 
coins  each,  the  obverse  of  some  and  reverse  of  others;  one  photograph  showing 
Kuninda  coins  and  the  other  those  of  Mahadeva  (with  one  Vemaka  coin)  (Handa,  - 
a & b).  The  coins  seem  to  have  belonged  to  some  hoard.  Mr.  Rajgor  informs  us  that 
this  hoard  was  unearthed  some  time  during  1980-81  and  contained  301  coins, 
including  one  Vemaka  coin  (Vide  his  letter  dated  21.2.92).  Coins  belonging  to  this 
hoard  from  the  above-mentioned  photograph  are  being  illustrated  here  (PI.  I). 

These  coins  reveal  that  both  the  bull  and  the  elephant  have  been  shown  to  right  as 
well  as  to  left,  there  being  single  instance  of  each  animal  to  left.  Of  the  seven  coins 
published  by  Mitchiner,  elephant  in  five  instances  and  bull  in  two  faces  left 
(Mitchiner,  1976,  625:  a-d  and  a-b  respectively).  Of  the  four  coins  of  Mahadeva 
published  in  1983  by  Dasgupta,  elephant  faces  only  once  to  left  and  the  bull  faces  to 
right  in  all  the  instances. 

All  our  coins  illustrated  here  have  been  prepared  from  different  dies  as  can  be  made 
out  from  the  minute  differences  in  the  depiction  of  the  animals,  other  subsidiary 
symbols,  the  placement  and  form  of  the  letters  of  the  legends.  The  symbol  in  front 
of  the  bull  shows  different  varieties  - a circle  of  thirteen  dots  around  a small  linear 
circle  with  or  without  a pellet  in  it,  a linear  circle  with  axle  and  hubs  and  ten  semi- 
circular appendages  on  its  rim.  The  line  below  the  bull  is  wavy  whereas  it  is  almost 
straight  under  the  elephant.  The  elephant  holds  in  its  upraised  trank  an  object  which 
resembles  the  KharoshthI  sha  (goad?)  in  some  instances  (Cf.  Mitchiner,  1976,  625  & 
Dasgupta,  1983,  PI.  IV.  1)  and  a plough  (?)  in  others  (Cf.  Dasgupta,  1983,  PI.  IV.  2- 
3)  while  a twig  may  be  seen  in  a coin  published  earlier  (Ibid.  PI.  IV.  4).  The 
elephant  has  long  tusks.  The  trident-axe  in  front  of  the  elephant  shows  that  the  axe 
could  be  attached  on  both  sides  of  the  shaft  of  the  trident,  inwards  or  outwards.  A 
solid  dot  ( Yonipftha ) may  be  seen  over  the  back  of  the  bull  in  one  instance  and  a 
dakshina-varta  svastika  in  another. 

Cunningham,  who  published  the  first  silver  coin  of  Mahadeva,  regarded  the  elephant 
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PLATE  I 

Silver  coins  of  Mahadeva  (1-7  & 9-15)  and  Vemaki  Bhavadharman  (8) 
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side  as  the  obverse  and  read  the  Brahml  legend  thereon  as  Bhdgavata  Mahddevasa 
Rdja-raja  (and  Bhagavata  Mahadevasa  Rajaraha  in  Kharoshthl  on  the  reverse).  Allan 
took  the  bull  side  with  Kharoshthl  legend  as  the  obverse.  He  included  in  his 
Catalogue  another  coin  also  and  observed  that  "The  marginal  legend  Bhagavata 

mahadevasa  in  Prakrit  is  the  same  in  the  KharosthI  and  Brahml  forms The  legend 

rajaraha  in  the  exergue  on  the  obverse,  corresponding  to  the  Sanskrit  rajarajhah,  is 
represented  by  rajaraja  on  the  reverse,  which  is  a puzzling  form;  the  second  j is 
possibly  an  error  for  jh"  (Allan,  1936,  Lxxxv).  Bergny  (1900,  412)  had  suggested  it 
as  rajardjasa,  the  two  final  sa’s  running  into  one  another.  Our  coin  no.  1 1 shows  that 
there  is  no  medial  vowel  attached  to  bh.  On  some  other  coins  also  published  earlier 
(Dasgupta,  1974a,  PI.  IV.  2;  1983,  PI.  IV.  2;  Mitchiner,  1976,  625:  c)  this  letter,  when 
clear,  does  not  show  the  vowel  mark.  The  title  has,  therefore,  to  be  read  as 
Bhagavata  and  not  as  Bhdgavata.  In  the  following  word  ( Mahadevasa ),  we  find  both 
ha  after  ma  on  our  coin  nos.  13-14  as  well  as  those  published  earlier  (Mitchiner, 
1976,  625)  and  ha  on  coin  nos.  10  & 12  indicating  that  the  name  was  written  both 
as  Mahadeva  and  Mahadeva  in  Brahml  (In  no  instance,  however,  does  da  show  the 
medial  e).  The  former  version  may  be  the  result  of  the  impact  of  Kharoshthl.  The 
form  of  ra  on  our  coins  shows  different  varieties.  Nowhere,  however,  does  this  letter 
show  the  medial  vowel.  This  last  word,  thus  may  be  read  as  rajaraja.  The  absence 
of  the  medial  vowels  may  again  be  attributed  to  the  impact  of  the  Prakrit  language 
and  the  Kharoshthl  script.  Interestingly,  one  coin  (no.  10)  clearly  shows  the  conjunct 
jha  at  the  end.  The  legend  in  this  instance,  therefore,  seems  to  have  been  Bhagavato 
Mahddevasa  Rajarajha  (the  medial  vowel  with  h is  partly  visible).  This,  thus,  is  the 
first  example  of  this  type  of  legend. 

The  similarity  of  the  devices  on  the  silver  coins  of  Vemaki  Rudravarman  and 
Mahadeva  led  Bela  Lahiri  to  believe  that  the  latter  too  belonged  to  the  Vemaki  (Bela 
Lahiri,  1968,  61-67;  1974,  255-59).  Following  a suggestion  by  S.  K.  Chakrabortty 
(1931,  161-62)  and  D.  C.  Sircar  (1962,  Iff;  1964,  212-13),  Bela  Lahiri  takes  the  word 
Mahadeva  to  stand  for  Siva,  the  god  to  whom  the  Vemakis  may  have  dedicated  then- 
state  in  a critical  period  of  their  history  like  the  Yaudheyas  and  the  Kunindas  (Bela 
Lahiri,  1974,  258).  P.  L.  Gupta,  too,  regards  these  coins  as  Vemaki  issues  dedicated 
to  Siva,  the  ishtadevatd  of  the  tribe  (Gupta,  1988,  19-20).  Shastri  points  out  that  the 
title  bhdgavata  and  rajaraja  were  not  adopted  by  the  Vemaki  chief  Rudravarman  and 
Mahadeva  has  not  used  the  tribal  name  on  his  coins.  He,  thus,  concludes  that  "the 
absence  of  tribal  name,  coupled  with  other  differences,  seem  to  cast  doubts  about  the 
correctness  of  the  attribution  of  the  Mahadeva  coins  to  the  Vaimakis"  (Shastri,  1970, 
15-16).  The  fact  that  the  coins  of  Mahadeva  published  here  were  grouped  along  with 
a Vemaki  coin  in  the  photograph  referred  to  above,  however,  indicates  that  these 
coins  should  be  regarded  as  Vemaki  issues.  Regarding  the  interpretation  of  the  word 
Mahadeva,  Shastri  observed  that  "although  the  Yaudheyas  and  the  Kunindas  dedicated 
their  respective  states  to  their  patron  deities  ChhatreSvara  (i.e.  3iva)  and 
Brahmanyadeva  (Skanda)  respectively  and  issued  some  coins  in  their  names,  they  are 
given  in  no  regal  titles  whatsosever.  There  is  not  even  a single  example,  at  least  at 
such  an  early  date,  of  the  use  of  a regal  title  for  a deity"  (Shastri,  1970,  17).  We  may 
point  out  that  the  Yaudheyas  and  the  Kunindas  had  dedicated  their  states  to  their 
patron  deities  in  the  critical  period  of  their  history  but  the  coins  of  Mahadeva  do  not 
seem  to  have  been  issued  in  any  such  troubled  period.  The  copious  silver  coinage  of 
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Mahadeva,  on  the  other  hand,  betrays  a flourishing  state  and  growth  in  power. 
Mahadeva  seems  to  have  grown  quite  powerful  and  authoritative  and  discarded  the 
tribal  name  on  his  coins. 


Bibliography: 

Ahmad,  Nisar  (1972),  "The  Vemaka  Coins",  Journal  of  the  Numismatic  Society  of 
India  (JNSI),  Vol.  XXXIV,  pp.  176-78. 

Allan,  John  (1936),  Catalogue  of  the  Coins  of  Ancient  India  in  the  British  Museum, 
London,  1936. 

Banerji,  R.  D.  (1914),  "A  New  Type  of  Audumbara  Coinage",  Journal  of  the  Asiatic 
Society  of  Bengal,  X,  Numismatic  Supplement,  XXXIII,  No.  134,  pp.  247-50. 

Bergny,  A.  V.  (1900),  "A  Note  on  Some  Brahml-Kharoshthl  Inscriptions  on  Indian 
Coins",  Journal  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,  pp.  409ff. 

Chakrabortty,  S.  K.  (1931),  Studies  in  Ancient  Indian  Numismatics , Mymensingh. 

Cunningham,  Alexander  (1891),  Coins  of  Ancient  India,  London. 

Dasgupta,  K.  K.  (1970),  "A  Note  on  the  Attribution  of  the  Mahadeva  Coins",  JNSI, 
XXXB,  pp.  150-53. 

Dasgupta,  K.  K.  (1974a),  "Rare  Tribal  Coins  in  the  Lingen  Collection",  JNSI,  XXXVI, 
pp.  54-56. 

Dasgupta,  K.  K.  (1974b),  Tribal  History  of  Ancient:  A Numismatic  Approach, 
Calcutta. 

Dasgupta,  K.  K.  (1983),  "New  Varieties  of  the  Audumbara  Coins",  JNSI,  XLV,  pp. 
23-26. 


Gupta,  P.  L.  (1988),  Numismatic  History  of  Himachal  Pradesh  and  the  catalogue  of 
coins  in  Himachal  State  Museum,  Shimla  and  Bhuri  Singh  Museum,  Chamba,  Delhi. 

Handa,  Devendra  (-a),  "Some  More  Silver  Coins  of  Mahadeva,  Indian  Coin  Society 
Newsletter,  No.  12,  Bombay,  January  1992,  pp.2-3. 

Handa,  Devendra  (-b),  "A  New  Vemaki  Silver  Coin  of  King  Bhavadharman",  (to  be 
published  in  the  Numismatic  Circular,  London). 

Kar,  R.  C.  (1946),  "A  Note  on  the  Coins  of  Rudravarma",  Indian  Historical 
Quarterly,  Vol.  XXII,  pp.  23-27. 


182 


Lahiri,  Bela  (1968),  "The  Coinage  of  the  Vemakis",  JNS1,  XXX,  pp.  6 Iff. 

Lahiri,  Bela  (1974),  Indigenous  States  of  Northern  India,  Calcutta. 

Mitchiner,  Michael  (1976),  Indo-Greek  and  Indo-Scythian  Coinage,  Vol.  7,  London. 

Rapson,  E.  J.  (1900),  "Notes  on  Indian  Coins  and  Seals",  Journal  of  the  Royal  Asiatic 
Society,  pp.  97-126. 

Shastri,  Ajay  Mitra  (1964),  "Observations  on  Audumbara  Coinage",  JNSI,  XXVI,  pp. 
157-61. 

Shastri,  Ajay  Mitra  (1965),  "A  Further  Note  on  the  Audumbara  Coinage",  Ibid., 
XXVB,  pp.  87-90. 

Shastri,  Ajay  Mitra  (1970),  "Attribution  of  the  Mahadeva  Coins",  Ibid.,  XXXII,  pp. 

14- 18. 

Shastri,  Ajay  Mitra  (1973),  "Was  Mahadeva  an  Audumbara  Chief?",  Ibid.,  XXXV,  pp. 

15- 22. 


Sircar,  D.  C.  (1962),  "The  Legends  on  the  Malava  and  Vaimaka  Coins",  Ibid.,  XXIV, 

pp.  1-8. 

Sircar,  D.  C.  (1964),  Studies  in  Indian  Coins,  Delhi. 

Sohoni,  S.  V.  (1942),  "A  Note  on  Audumbara  Temple  Coins",  JNSI,  pp.  55-57 


NAPOLEON’S  BROTHER  LOUIS’  NEW  YEAR  COIN 


The  Kingdom  of  Holland  under  Louis  Napoleon,  the  brother  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
struck  a copper  pattern  Crown  coin  of  50  Stuivers  in  1807.  This  was  the  New  Year’s 
issue  that  was  given  to  the  ladies  who  attended  the  New  Year’s  Ball  at  Court. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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THE  SCARCE  MANGHIR  OF  MUSTAFA  IV 

Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie,  Tenafly,  New  Jersey,  NI  # 364 


Manghir  2.69  gr.  22mm. 


Obverse  Reverse 

Mustafa  han  bin  Abdul  (1)  duriba  fi 

Hamid  el-muzaffer  da’ima  Qustantiniyya 

(in  tughra  form,  poorly  executed)  1222 

with  borders  consisting  of  small  oblique  lines,  in  a double  linear  circle. 

The  elusive  copper  coin  ( manghir ) illustrated  above  has  been  overlooked  by  the 
compilers  of  the  major  catalogues  of  Ottoman  coins  since  it  is  absent  in  most 
collections.  However,  there  was  a brief  mention  of  a specimen  in  the  collection  of 
Ahmed  Ziya1,  a member  of  the  Ottoman  Parliament. 

It  has  been  established  that  the  first  Ottoman  machine-struck  manghir  had  been  struck 
in  the  name  of  Mehmed  IV  1058-1099  (1648-87)  towards  the  end  of  his  reign,  with 
his  accession  date  of  1058.2  It  was  struck  in  a higher  standard  than  those  of  the  next 
two  sultans,  having  a weight  of  2.2772gr.  which  probably  meant  that  560  pieces  were 
produced  from  one  okka  of  copper.  The  similar  manghirs  of  a lower  standard  have 
the  tughras  and  accession  dates  of  Suleyman  II  1099-1102  (1687-91)  and  Ahmed  II 
1102-06  (1691-95).  These  manghirs  were  also  the  product  of  the  new  machinery 
installed  by  the  Frenchman  from  Livorna,  a convert  to  Islam  named  Cerrah  (i.e. 
surgeon)  Mustafa,  who  is  credited  with  the  introduction  of  Western  minting 
techniques  into  Turkey.  Later,  in  1103  (1691)  when  production  of  the  manghirs  was 
suspended  due  to  massive  counterfeiting,  he  was  seized  for  alleged  corruption  and  his 
wealth  (over  eight  million  akches,  three  million  of  which  were  manghirs)  was 
confiscated.3 

The  mint  with  the  new  machinery  was  on  the  site  called  Tau§anta§i  near  the  old  mint 
which  was  beside  the  Bayezid  Mosque.  In  1 139  (1726-27)  it  was  transferred  to  a site 


1 Meskukati  islamiye.  (Constantinople  1328)  (1910),  coin  #1034. 

2 Dr.  Vladmimir  Suchy’s  article  in  Spinks  NCirc.,  Nov.  1991,  pp.293-4. 

3 Prof.  Sahillioglu’s  contribution  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  International  Symposium  on  Modern 
Sciences  and  the  Muslim  World,  Istanbul  1987.  pp.  261-81  (1992). 
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near  the  Haghia  Eirene  (St.  Irene  Church)  in  the  garden  of  the  Topkapi  Palace. 

Manghirs  were  not  struck  again  in  the  capital  until  the  short  reign  of  Sultan  Mustafa 
IV  1222-23  (1808)  and  again  the  mint  place  name  of  Quytantiniyya  was  preferred  on 
the  coins  rather  than  Islambol  which  had  been  in  use,  as  will  be  seen  in  the 
illustration  above. 

After  thirty  years  when  Sultan  Abdulmecid  issued  his  decree  dated  26  Safer  1256 
(1840)  Ottoman  coinage  was  minted  to  the  European  standard.  There  were  copper 
coins  of  various  denominations  and  one  of  them,  the  "5  para  coin",  had  the 
approximate  weight  (2.6'73gr.)  and  size  (22mm)  of  the  early  manghirs.4  The  mint  at 
that  time,  still  in  the  outer  court  of  the  Topkapi  Palace,  was  equipped  with  the  most 
modern  English  minting  systems  of  the  day. 


4 Olger,  C.  Ottoman  Coinage  during  the  reign  of  Sultan  Abdulmecid  Han.  (Istanbul)  1978. 
*********************************  •*•■*•**★***■*  ******  ***■*■******■*•****■*•■*•■*•■*■*  ****** 

NUMISMATIC  IRONY? 

Bob  Forrest,  Manchester,  England,  NI  #2382 

The  following  may  amuse  readers  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  as  much  as  it  amuses  me. 

In  the  mid  fourth  century  A.D.  the  Roman  emperors  Constans  and  Constantius  II 
issued  a series  of  bronze  coins  known  as  the  centenionalis.  The  obverse  of  each  type 
carried  one  or  other  of  the  emperors’  heads,  and  there  were  a number  of  different 
reverses,  two  of  which  are  shown  here: 


Fig.  1 Fig.  2 


Fig.  1 shows  a soldier  spearing  a fallen  horseman,  and  Fig.  2 another  soldier  dragging 
a young  barbarian  from  his  hut  beneath  a tree.  (Both  coins  are  shown  about  1-1/2 
times  actual  size  for  clarity.) 

The  reverse  legend  on  both  of  these  types  is  FEL.TEMP.REPARATIO.  Loosely 
translated  it  means:  "Happy  times  are  here  again." 
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SOUTH  BALTIC  REGIONS 


The  Bishopric  of  Dorpat 

John  S.  Davenport,  Mt.  Dora,  Florida,  NI  #602 


(Continued  from  August,  1992) 
JOHANN  HI  BERTKOV  1473-1485 


168  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

o IOHANNES  o EP(YS)  * facing  head, 
o MONETA  o TAR(BAT),  bishop’s  and  family  arms. 
A.  With  EPIS(C)  and  TARP(ATE) 

H-C  4510,  6545  F 20  S 1076-90 


169  ARTIG,  n.d. 

o IOHANNES  o EP(VS),  family  arms, 
o MONETA  o TAR(PT),  bishop’s  arms. 

H-C  4511,  6546,  8534  F 21  S 1091-5 


170  BRACTEATE,  n.d. 


Family  arms. 
F 22 
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171  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

TEDERICVS  o EP(V)S,  facing  head, 
o MONETA  o TARPA(TE),  bishop’s  and  family  arms. 

A.  With  TEODERICVS  and  TARBATE.  S 1 102-3 
H-C  4512,  6547  F 23  S 1096-1101 

172  ARTIG,  n.d. 

o TEDERICVS  o EPI. 

MONETA  (TARP). 

S 1104 


174  SCHILLING,  n.d. 


+IOHANNES  o(DE)  EPS,  facing  head. 

+MONETA  : TARPAT(ES),  bishop’s  and  family  arms. 
F 25  S 1105-10 


BERNARD  (GERHARD)  IV  SHOBE  1505-1513 


SCHILLING? 
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JOHANN  IV  DUESBORG  1513-1514 


175  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

+ IOHANNES  o DEI  o EPS. 

+ MO  0 NO  0 (ARGEN’)  TARP(ATEN). 
F 26  S 1111-12 


176  ARTIG,  n.d. 

JOH(AN)S  o EPIS(COP),  head. 

MON(E).  (NO).  TARPAT,  bishop’s  arms. 

F 27  S 1113-16 

SEDE  VACANTE  1515 

177  FERDING  1515 

.S.PETRV[0][E]*  - *OR:  P:  NOS,  St.  Peter,  shield  below. 

+ MO:  NO:  ARGENTEA:  TARPAT,  bishop’s  arms  with  date  above. 

H-C  10697  F 30  S 1117 

178  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

+ S:  PETRE:  O(R):  P:  NO(P),  facing  head. 

+ MO(N)  * NO  * (ARGEN)  TARP(ATEN),  bishop’s  arms  with  3 pettets. 
H-C  6551  F 28  S 1118-9 


179  ARTIG,  n.d. 

S.  PET(R)E.  O.  P.  N(O).,  face. 

MO.  NO.  TARPAT(EN),  bishop’s  arms. 

H-C  6530  F 29, 32  S 1120-2 
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CHRISTIAN  BOMHOWER  1515-1518 


180  FERDING,  1515,  1516,  n.d. 

S -.'.PETRE  * - * OR  * P.  NO.,  St.  Peter  on  throne,  arms  with  ++. 

+ MO  * NO  * ARGENT(E)  A * TARPA(TA),  bishop’s  arms  with  date  above. 
A.  A 1515  with  date  on  the  obverse. 

H-C  6548-50,  8536  F 34,  36  S 1123-31  N 958-9 


+ S.  PETRE.  ORA.  P.  NOP.,  1515  or  n.d.,  facing  head. 

+ MO(NETA)  NO(VA)  TARP(ATE),  bishop’s  arms  with  cross  above  and 
pettets. 

F 35  S 1132-3 


182  ARTIG,  n.d. 


+CRIS  EPUS,  arms. 
+DARPATE,  arms. 
F 33 


EPS  TARPAT,  arms. 

: MO  NO  TARPAT,  arms. 
S 1134 
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w 


JOHANN  VI  BLANKENFELD  1518-1527 


MARK,  1522 


F 39  M XVffl-I 


189 


184  FERDING,  1520,  1521,  1522,  1523 


o S(ANT)  o PE  o - o OR  (A)  o P(RO)  o (P)  o N,  bishop  behind  6 part  arms. 
+o  MONE  0 NO  0 AR(G).  IO(AN)  o E(T)  o T(AR),  bishop’s  arms. 

F 37,  38,  40  S 1135-6 


Arms  with  3 or  6 fields  with  bishop’s  and  chapter’s  arms.  IET,  *IT*,  IDA, 
.T.  or  .TA.  above. 

.MONE(TA).  NO.  TA(R),  bishop’s  arms. 

A.  MONETA  IOHAN  F 41-42 

H-C  6552*3,  8537,  10698-9  S 1137-42 


SEDE  VAC  ANTE  1528 


186  FERDING,  1528 

o SANTVS  o - o PETR  VS  - o,  St.  Peter  above  4 part  arms. 

+ MONETA  * NO(VA)  AR  * TAR(P),  date  above  bishop’s  arms. 
H-C  6554  F 43,  45 


187  ARTIG,  n.d. 

o - S(AN)  o P(ETR)  o - o (APO),  bishop  above  arms. 
: MONETA  * NO  * TA(R),  bishop’s  arms. 

F 44  S 1145-6 


(To  be  continued) 
190 


BOOK  NEWS  & REVIEWS 


LAS  M3NEDAS  EN  IAS  ISLAS  CANARIAS:  "LA  BAMBA" . By  Jesus  Manuel  Lorenzo 
Arrocha.  Imprenta  La  Palma  (Canary  Islands) , 1991.  Softbound,  99  pages, 
illustrated,  in  Spanish.  Available  fran  Dale  Seppa,  103  N.  Sixth  Avenue, 
Virginia,  MN,  55792.  Price  is  $15.00  (postpaid) . 

The  very  idea  of  "Coinage  in  the  Canary  Islands"  would  actually  be  something 
of  a misnomer,  since  it  is  the  conclusion  of  the  author  that  there  never 
were  any  coins  minted  in  the  Canaries.  There  were,  of  course,  coins  in  use 
which  began  to  enter  the  area  sometime  after  the  Portuguese  "rediscovery"  in 
1336.  The  Fortunate  Islands,  as  they  were  formerly  called,  had  in  fact  been 
known  in  antiquity.  Chief  among  these  early  coins  was  perhaps  the 
Portuguese  "ceuti,"  a copper  coin  pegged  artificially  at  3 Spanish 
maravedis . 

Aside  from  such  "forced"  media  of  exchange — use  of  the  ceuti  was  illegal 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  vast  Spanish  Empire — for  which  the  Canaries  were 
a type  of  dumping  ground  for  "bad  money"  in  the  sense  of  Gresham's  Law, 
there  were  a number  of  "Lion"  counterstamps  in  use.  Usually,  the  host  coins 
were  silver  reals  of  the  "Catholic  Kings,"  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  or  of  cob 
coins  from  throughout  the  empire,  typically  those  of  Potosi  or  Mexico. 

These  are  illustrated  and  described,  with  author  Arrocha  showing  a superb 
sense  of  the  "literature"  (Burzio,  Medina,  etc.)  and  of  offerings  at  auction 
throughout  the  world. 

The  reader  who  is  not  content  with  just  having  numismatic  specimens  pointed 
out  to  him  will  be  pleased  by  the  numerous  historical  "tidbits"  strewn 
throughout  100  pages  of  carefully  documented  quotes,  decrees,  tables,  and 
bibliographic  references.  Thus,  we  learn  of  the  first  mentioned  use  of 
coins  in  the  New  World  as  well;  Columbus  himself  having  mentioned  the  vast 
quantity  of  cotton  which  the  first  Native  Americans  he  encountered  gave  in 
exchange  for  3 Portuguese  ceutis,  whose  origin  in  turn  was  undoubtedly  the 
Canaries.  The  islands  are  thus  shown  to  have  been  both  a crucial  jumping 
off  spot  for  the  Voyages  of  Discovery,  although  treated  as  something  of  a 
backwater,  not  worth  defending,  at  least  not  as  vigorously  as  Porto  Bello, 
Cartagena,  etc.  As  such,  they  were  repeatedly  plundered  by  British,  Dutch, 
and  French  Buccaneers  over  the  centuries. 

The  advantages  of  a strictly  limited  subject  matter  are  made  obvious  by  this 
work;  the  author  purports  to  give  every  known  reference  to  the  use  of  coins 
on  the  Archipelago,  and  makes  an  effort  to  footnote  carefully  and 
substantiate  all  claims,  as  in  a doctoral  dissertation.  Even  the  most 
recent  "Canary"  coins  of  1989,  Portuguese  commemoratives  picturing  the 
mysterious  indigenous  inhabitants — a tall,  handsome  race  described  as 
neither  European  nor  African,  now  completely  extinct  or  assimilated — are 
pictured  and  described  in  detail. 

The  tables  of  relative  values  among  the  various  coins  mentioned  are 
contained  in  an  Appendix  which  seems  almost  to  have  been  added  as  an 
afterthought.  But  just  try  to  elsewhere  find  the  information  contained  in 
these  tables — a microcosm  of  the  "Spanish"  types  of  money  evolving  over  five 
centuries,  especially  on  consecutive  pages. 
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All  these  coins  were  referred  to  by  Canary  islanders  picturesquely  as  "la 
Bamba, " to  mean  a motley  amalgamation  whose  real  value  was  seen  as  suspect, 
most  of  them  being  worn,  dateless,  clipped,  filed,  or  counterstamped  almost 
beyond  recognition.  The  ten  centimo  pieces  of  (and  following)  the  short- 
lived Spanish  Republic  of  1868-70,  for  example,  still  widely  available  in 
junk  boxes  or  by  the  cigar-box  full  at  Madrid  flea  market  tables,  were  used 
as  weights  for  measuring  produce,  since  they  bear  the  legend:  "100  to  the 
kilogram."  Hie  joke  was,  as  usual,  on  the  consumer;  after  fifty  plus  years 
of  circulation,  one  could  hardly  expect  to  receive  ten  grams  of  produce  per 
worn  piece  weighed! 

In  this  work  we  are  given  a clear-cut  example  of  specific,  narrowly  focused 
research  yielding  results  which  add  to  out  broad-based,  universal  sense  of 
monetary  and  numismatic  history,  spanning  entire  continents,  and  centuries. 


Reviewed  by  David  B.  Fiero. 


+ + + 

LA  REAL  CASA  DE  IA  MONEDA  (Potosi) . By  Tuis  Alfonso  Fernandez  with 
introduction  by  Hugo  Boerjo-Rojo.  Editorial  Los  Amigos  del  liibro,  la  Paz, 
reprint  of  the  1979  edition.  Softoover,  profusely  illustrated  (many  color 
photographs) , with  133  pages.  Available  from  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue 
North,  Virginia,  MN  55792.  Price  is  $10.00  postpaid. 

It  is  widely  known  that  the  mines  of  the  "Cerro  Rico"  (rich  hill)  of  Potosi 
in  present-day  Bolivia  (formerly  "Upper  Peru")  produced  the  lion's  share  of 
the  silver  which  shaped  the  fortunes  of  both  the  New  and  Old  World  during 
the  16th  and  17th  centuries.  Much  of  this  silver  was  coined  at  the  first 
mint  in  Potosi,  which  opened  in  1572.  The  opening  section  of  this  book, 
over  50  pages,  is  the  work  of  its  director,  Hugo  Boerjo-Rojo,  in  the  form  of 
a lengthy  introduction.  Amidst  a wealth  of  photographs  of  the  mint,  its 
Andean  landscape,  and  many  plates  of  coins,  medals,  and  artwork,  the 
ambience  and  particulars  surrounding  the  construction  of  the  second  mint  at 
Potosi  are  discussed  at  length. 

The  balance,  some  80  pages,  is  written  by  Luis  Alfonso  Fernandez  and  also 
concentrates  on  the  second  Potosi  mint,  completed  in  1773.  Part  of  an 
attempted,  but  ultimately  futile,  project  of  reform  of  the  Spanish  Colonial 
Administration  under  Charles  III,  the  second  "Casa  de  Moneda"  still  stands 
as  a museum,  complete  with  its  animal  (or  human)  powered  and  steam  driven 
machinery.  The  latter  was  installed  by  the  Dictator  Melgarejo  in  1869,  and 
a poem  of  several  pages  parodying  this  achievement  is  reprinted  in  its 
entirety.  For  those  who  read  Spanish,  no  better  contemporary  document 
panning  Melgarejo' s attempt  to  "steamroller"  the  Bolivian  populace  could  be 
imagined . 

Indeed,  the  entire  tone  of  the  book,  while  not  denying  the  enormous 
historical  influence  of  the  Potosi  mint,  is  one  of  bittersweet  candor, 
giving  full  due  to  the  indigenous,  generally  forced,  laborers  who  through 
their  work,  helped  finance  both  the  Spanish  Crown  and  the  19th  century 
dictators  who  followed.  Much  of  the  text  is  devoted  to  the  mint  museum, 
which  includes  displays  devoted  to  archaeology,  transportation,  photography, 
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mineralogy,  colonial  furniture,  a blacksmith  shop,  and  the  casa's  own 
numismatic  production  of  four  centuries,  as  well  as  galleries  of  former 
presidents,  colonial  administrators,  as  well  as  one  devoted  to  the 
"Liberator,"  Simon  Bolivar,  from  whom  the  name  of  Bolivia  was  derived. 

The  ,rVilla  Imperial"  of  Potosi  reached  its  peak  in  1611,  when  its  160,000 
inhabitants  made  it  one  of  the  world's  largest  cities.  At  that  point  it 
dwarfed  Madrid,  the  "metropolis"  of  the  world's  most  extensive  empire.  Few 
today  realize  its  strategic  importance  during  the  Wars  of  Independence  when, 
while  serving  both  the  Viceroyalties  of  Peru  and  Rio  de  la  Plata,  it  also 
struck  coinage  for  "revolutionary"  governments  as  far  removed  as  Buenos 
Aires.  A smiling  "sunface,"  an  indigenous  symbol,  adorns  the  mint's  portals 
even  today,  and  the  book's  cover  as  well.  Although  portions  of  the  text  may 

be  a bit  on  the  specialized  side  for  the  general  reader,  the  clear 

photographic  reproductions  are  a joy  to  leaf  through.  For  this  reviewer,  La 

Real  Casa  de  la  Moneda  (Potosi) . has  put  Potosi  on  the  "must  visit"  list. 

Reviewed  by  David  B.  Fiero. 


+ + + 

THCMAS  SIM3N.  HIS  LIFE  AND  WORK  1618-1665.  By  Alan  Nathanson.  Seaby, 
London,  1975.  Hardcover  with  high  quality  dust  jacket,  index,  bibliography, 
notes,  and  60  pages  including  49  illustrations.  Available  from  Dale  Seppa, 
103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792.  Price  is  $12.00  postpaid. 

Few  names  are  better  known  in  the  history  of  English  numismatics  and  die- 
kengraving  than  that  of  Thomas  Simon.  His  expertise  in  die-cutting,  combined 
'with  the  technical  skill  of  the  French  mint  engineer,  changed  the  face  of 
English  coinage. 

His  personal  history  is  at  times  enigmatic  and  his  fortunes  under  Parliament 
and  the  King  near  tragic  in  the  setting  of  the  English  Civil  War  and  the 
Restoration.  Between  them,  Simon  and  Blondeau  transformed  the  medieval 
methods  of  the  English  mint  into  the  beginnings  of  the  modem  mechanization 
of  today.  Yet,  throughout  all  their  work  together,  and  the  innumerable 
difficulties  placed  in  their  way,  they  produced  coins  and  medals  whose 
concept  and  beautiful  design,  coupled  with  precision  striking,  still  give  us 
great  delight.  Many  of  them  are  amongst  the  rarest  of  pieces  in  the  English 
series,  and  certainly  the  most  beautiful. 

Alan  Nathanson  explores  Thomas  Simon's  life  and  his  work,  his  creation  of 
dies  for  coins,  medals,  and  seals,  to  give  a rounded  picture  of  England's 
greatest  engraver.  Examples  of  all  his  major  works  are  illustrated  either 
from  the  actual  coins  and  medals  or  from  George  Vertue's  highly  accurate 
engravings.  For  the  first  time,  all  the  facts  known  about  Thomas  Simon  are 
brought  together  with  his  work  in  one  book  from  the  scattered  literature 
that  has  appeared  about  him  over  the  last  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  years. 

on  information  supplied  by  the  publisher. 
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GLIMPSES  OF  HISTORY.  By  Brian  Hannon.  Published  by  the  author,  1992. 
Available  from  Brian  Hannon,  P.O.  Bax  868,  Felton,  CA  95018.  Price  is 
$14.00  paperback,  $22.50  hardback,  postpaid  (Overseas  add  $1.00  postage). 


Over  thirty  years  ago  Brian  Hannon  conceived  the  idea  of  building  up  a * 

representative  collection  of  world  coins.  Most  people  who  attempt  this  task* 
soon  abandon  it  in  favor  of  specialization.  Mr.  Hannon  has  succeeded  by 
limiting  his  collection  to  one  coin  of  each  year,  while  trying  to  include  as 
many  different  countries  and  dynasties  as  this  restriction  permitted,  and 
carefully  selecting  the  specimens  chosen  in  order  to  illustrate  a very  wide 
range  of  historical  personalities  and  numismatic  developments. 


The  resulting  collection,  new  published  in  its  entirety  by  the  author,  is  a 
fascinating  kaleidoscope  of  coins.  About  1400  pieces  are  illustrated  from 
680  different  countries  or  states,  covering  the  period  from  550  BC  to  1990 
AD.  The  coins  are  listed  chronologically,  so  that  on  each  page  one  can  see 
a group  of  coins,  usually  with  nothing  in  common  except  their  date  of  issue, 
but  this  illustrates  vividly  the  different  types  of  currency,  the  different 
artistic  styles  and  the  different  techniques  of  coin  production  used  at  the 
same  time  in  different  parts  of  the  world.  Each  piece  is  described,  often 
with  unrelated  events  that  occurred  in  the  year.  The  information  is 
concise,  and  often  provides  unexpected  juxtapositions — under  1701  and  a coin 
of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  we  hear  that  Captain  Kidd  was  hung  for  piracy! 


Because  of  the  author's  natural  predilection  for  the  east,  oriental  coins, 
both  Islamic  and  Indian,  are  particularly  well  represented,  but  Denmark  is 
also  well  covered,  reflecting  the  author's  residence  in  that  country.  Many  . 
rare  varieties  are  listed,  and  prices  are  given  for  all  coins,  although  som« 
are  listed  merely  as  "unique."  This  is  surely  a dangerous  statement,  ^ 

although  I have  to  admit  that  I have  not  immediately  been  able  to  disprove 
the  assertions. 


Anybody  with  a general  interest  in  coins  will  find  the  book  fascinating,  and 
even  the  specialist  will  almost  certainly  find  something  of  interest.  For 
example,  how  many  Chinese  specialists  knew  of  the  Salghurid  coin  struck  in 
Shiraz  around  1267  with  the  Chinese  character  "Pao"  beautifully  engraved  on 
the  reverse? — apparently  the  issuer,  Queen  Abish  bint  Sa'd,  employed  a 
Chinese  governor. 


Unfortunately,  many  of  the  illustrations  are  not  of  sufficient  clarity  to 
show  all  the  details  of  the  designs.  For  example,  under  1185,  there  is  an 
Ayyubid  coin  of  Saladin  of  a type  that  Paul  Balog  was  unable  to  illustrate 
in  his  definitive  catalogue  of  this  coinage,  but  the  photograph  of  the 
obverse  is  too  dark  to  enable  the  inscription  to  be  read. 


The  author  has  clearly  tried  to  reflect  the  latest  numismatic  research  in 
the  attribution  and  dating  of  the  various  coins,  but  it  is  inevitable  that 
errors  have  crept  in.  The  Kangra  coin  listed  under  the  year  1620,  was 
probably  struck  in  the  15th  century,  and  the  coin  of  Lucca  (1558)  does  not 
depict  St.  Volto  (does  such  a saint  of  this  name  exist?)  , but  the  head  of 
Christ  from  the  famous  and  revered  crucifix  that  is  still  a treasure  of 
Lucca  Cathedral,  and  which  is  locally  known  as  the  "Volto  Santo."  But  these 
mistakes  have  been  made  by  numerous  previous  numismatists,  and  it  is  more 
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appropriate  to  congratulate  the  author  on  hew  few  errors  there  are  in  his 
work. 

This  book  is  the  perfect  Christmas  or  birthday  present  for  any  numismatist, 
and  I recommend  that  all  students  of  oriental  coins  ensure  that  they  have  a 
copy  on  their  shelves  for  both  enjoyment  and  reference. 

Reviewed  by  Nicholas  Rhodes. 


+ + + 

THE  COINS  OF  THE  GRAND  MASTERS  OF  THF  ORDER  OF  MAT.TA.  By  Robert  Morris. 
Reprint  of  the  1884  original.  Card  cover,  70  plus  pages,  6 plates, 
extensive  index,  and  chronological  list  with  oenmentary  of  the  Grand  Masters 
of  the  Order.  Available  frem  Joel  Anderson,  P.O.  Box  3016,  Merced,  CA 
95344.  Price  is  $11.00  postpaid. 

This  work,  though  of  modest  numismatic  value  and  significance,  is  of 
interest  for  its  extensive  offering  of  historical  tidbits  concerning  the 
Order  of  Malta  and  its  Grand  Masters.  The  introductory  section,  entitled 
"Historical  Sketch,"  provides  the  reader  with  an  excellent  overview  of  the 
development  of  the  Order — from  its  inception  in  the  twelfth  century  as  the 
Order  of  the  Knights  Hospitallers,  to  its  sojourn  at  Jerusalem  up  to  AD 
1187,  at  Acre  to  1291,  Cyprus  to  1309,  Rhodes  to  1522,  and  Malta  to  1798 — 
and  various  details  concerning  its  governance  and  reputation  among 
contemporaries.  Wonderful  historical  nuggets  are  contained  within  this 
work.  For  instance,  the  author  relates  that  after  the  Ottomans  were  forced 
to  raise  the  siege  of  Malta  in  1565,  the  Emperor  Charles  V presented  the 
Grand  Master  with  a sword  of  gold,  enriched  with  gems.  Every  year 
thereafter,  in  commemoration  of  the  victory  over  the  Mohammedans,  there  was 
a solemn  procession  on  the  feast  of  the  Nativity  of  the  Blessed  Virgin, 
which  was  the  day  on  which  the  siege  had  been  abandoned.  The  Grand  Master 
placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the  procession,  with  a knight  bearing  the 
standard  of  the  Order  on  his  right,  and  a page  of  noble  blood  on  his  left 
carrying  the  sword  unsheathed.  Proceeding  to  the  Church,  a high  Mass  was 
celebrated,  during  which,  when  the  Holy  Gospel  was  read,  the  Grand  Master 
took  the  sword  and  held  it  upright.  According  to  the  author,  this  is  the 
only  occasion  on  which  a naked  sword  was  carried  into  the  Church,  and  the 
Grand  Master  alone  possessed  the  right  to  do  so. 

The  bulk  of  the  work  consists  of  brief  descriptions  of  the  magistracies  of  a 
number  of  the  Order's  Grand  Masters  along  with  a description  of  a coin  or 
two  of  each  Grand  Master  discussed.  The  six  plates  illustrate,  with  fairly 
respectable  drawings,  forty  two  of  the  coins  discussed  in  the  text. 

Finally,  there  is  a general  chapter  entitled,  "Money  of  the  Crusades."  This 
chapter  is  devoted  to  a fast  and  furious  survey  of  the  crusader  coinage 
which  was  known  to  the  author.  The  work,  originally  published  in  1884,  is 
the  most  recent  addition  in  a continuing  series  of  numismatic  reprints  by 
Joel  Anderson.  It  is  recommended  as  both  an  interesting  historical  account 
of  the  Knights  of  Malta  and  a numismatic  work  of  antiquarian  interest.  Mr. 
Anderson  has  kindly  donated  a copy  of  the  book  to  the  NI  Library. 

Reviewed  by  Donald  S.  Yarab. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


Phil  Wing,  P.  O.  Drawer  58204,  Cincinnati,  OH  45258:  British  Coins  Wanted  - 
All  Hammered  silver  and  gold  coins  Fine  or  Better.  All  silver  coins  1660-1770  VF 
or  Better.  All  gold  Guineas  VF  or  Better.  Will  buy  for  cash  or  trade  for  other  coins. 
Please  send  or  write. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  N1  Attribution  Service  will  accept  items  for 
attribution.  Please  refer  to  page  201  of  the  September,  1990  issue  for  rules  regarding 
items  send  in,  or  write  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Attribution  Service  at  the  regular  Dallas 
address  before  sending  items. 
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NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 

English  Milled  Money,  1663. 

"First,  the  Gold  or  Silver,  is  cast  out  of  the  Melting-Pot  into  long  flat  Bars,  which 
Bars  are  drawn  through  a Mill  (wrought  by  a Horse)  to  produce  the  just  Thickness 
of  the  several  Pieces:  Then  with  forcible  Engines,  called  Cutters,  which  answer 
exactly  to  the  respective  Sizes  of  Dimensions  of  the  Money  to  be  made,  the  same 
Pieces  are  cut  out  from  the  flat  Bar,  shaped  as  aforesaid  (the  residue  whereof,  called 
Sizel,  is  melted  again)  and  then  every  Piece  is  weighed,  and  made  to  agree  exactly 
with  the  intended  Weights,  and  afterwards  carried  to  other  Engines  (wrought  secretly) 
which  put  the  Letters  on  the  Edges  of  the  rest  with  a graining.  The  next  thing  is  the 
Blanching  perform’d,  (that  is  made  white  and  refulgent  by  nealing  or  boiling)  and 
lastly,  every  piece  is  brought  to  the  Press,  which  is  called  the  Mill  (wrought  by  the 
Strength  of  Men)  and  there  received  the  Impression,  which  makes  it  perfect  Mill’d 
Money.  And  this  has  been  found  not  only  the  most  expeditious  way  of  coining 
Money  (for  four  Men,  bred  and  used  to  it,  will  do  more  than  Twelve  with  the 
Hammer),  but  the  most  effectual  to  prevent  counterfeiting,  as  well  as  clipping,  both 
which  the  hammer’d  Money  was  so  liable  to,  because  the  Tools  for  resembling  the 
same  were  cheap,  and  easily  made  and  procured,  and  the  Fabrication  thereof  may  be 
perform’d  in  a little  Room,  and  with  less  Cost;  so  that  Smiths  and  other  Artificers 
could  readily  attain  thereunto.  But  the  Engines  for  the  Mill’d  Money  are  many,  and 
very  chargeable,  not  easily  to  be  procured.  The  Makers  or  Users  of  such  Engines 
cannot  be  conceal’d  without  great  Difficulty;  and  the  Mill’d  Money  itself,  being  of 
a much  finer  Print  than  the  other,  requires  more  Solemnity,  Skill,  and  curious 
Workmanship  in  its  Fabrication,  and  when  it’s  finished,  shews  better  the  true  Colour 
of  the  Silver,  to  distinguish  its  genuine  from  its  counterfeit  Pieces;  which  latter  could 
never  be  brought  to  Perfection,  nor  is  liable  to  the  clipping  Practice  upon  the 
hammer’d  Money,  because  of  its  thickness  and  Edging." 

Taken  from  Leake,  Nummi  britannici 
historia  (1726),  pp.  113-14. 

(Submitted  by  David  Block) 
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